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Millions of  young 
music fans had 
no idea who the 

“Tchaikovsky” was the 
Beatles were singing about 
in “Roll Over Beethoven” 
in 1964. They 
weren’t even 
really sure who 
Beethoven was. 
The same was 
probably true in 
1956 when Chuck 
Berry originally 
wrote and released 
the song. A bit 
of  attentiveness 
and a few movie 
scores later, we 
know much more 
about Beethoven, 
Tchaikovsky, 
Mozart and the like. 

Classical music has been 
around for several centu-
ries and is still a beloved 
and vital genre. This week-
end, it makes a big splash 
in the Sonoma Valley when 
the Valley of the Moon 
Music Festival presents its 
summer program in the 
Hanna Boys Center audi-
torium July 14 to 28. The 
event is titled “Salonnieres: 
Women of Power and Influ-

ence, Chamber Music from 
Bach to Stravinsky.”

The series places a focus 
on a few of Europe’s most 
powerful 19th century 
salonnieres, the women 
who championed and 
promoted the careers of  

the new composers of  the 
day. There were hundreds 
of  these “salons” across 
Europe, always organized 
and hosted by women of  
a certain social standing. 
Tanya Tomkins, festival 
co-founder and artistic 
director said, “These salon-
nieres were the ‘influenc-
ers’ of  their day. Through 
their salons, they helped to 
shape the musical taste of  
their time.”

The Valley of  the Moon 
Music Festival stakes its 
claim as the nation’s first 
and only music event that 
presents chamber music 
– from the Classical era 
to the early 20th century 
– performed entirely on 

instruments used 
when the music was 
written.

As part of  the 
fifth annual festival, 
there will be seven 
separate concerts 
presented over the 
three-week stretch. 
The series is a mu-
sical tour of  several 
influential Europe-
an salons, including 
those of  Fanny 
Hensel in Leipzig, 
Sara Levy in Berlin 

and Winnaretta Singer in 
Paris. For the second year 
in a row, the festival pres-
ents the Blattner Lecture 
Series, endowed by a gift 
from Kimberly and Simon 
Blattner. The series offers 
a pre-concert lecture to be 
presented by experts in 
the field of  classical music 
who will discuss that day’s 
selections.

The program this Sun-
day, July 14, is “Mozart’s 

Irrepressible Impresa-
rio: Countess Maria von 
Thun.”

Von Thun, both a 
countess and keyboard 
player, was a celebrated 
bon vivant of  the day. She 
hosted one of  the most 
prominent 18th century 
salons in Vienna. She is 
fondly remembered and 
thanked for her patronage 
of  Mozart and Beethoven. 
This opening concert will 
feature Beethoven’s Trio 
in B Flat Major, Op.11. The 
day’s finale will be Mo-
zart’s Clarinet Quintet in A 
Major.

The pre-concert lecturer 
on this day will be Irene 

                                                                                                           
The Valley of the Moon Music 

Festival is the nation’s first 
and only music organization 
presenting chamber music... 

performed entirely on 
instruments built when the music 

was written.
 

Salonnieres Sunday
Celebrating women patrons of power in chamber music
By TIM CURLEY
INDEX-TRIBUNE MUSIC WRITER

Eric Zivian and Tanya Tomkins will perform as part of the festival.

 ■BR COHN WINERY, 
brcohn.com. 15000 Sonoma 
Highway, Glen Ellen, 938-
4064
Saturday, July 13: License 
to Chill. Noon.
Sunday, July 14: The DG 
Experience. Noon

 ■BUENA VISTA WINERY, 
18000 Old Winery Rd.
Sunday, July 14: Midsum-
mer Mozart Summer Festival, 
6:30 p.m.

 ■EL VERANO INN, 705 
Laurel Ave. 935-0611
Sunday, July 14: Sunday 
Night Blues Jam. 8 p.m.

 ■TUESDAY NIGHT FARM-
ERS MARKET, sonomapla-
zamarket.org. Sonoma Plaza. 
Tuesday, July 16: Starling 
House Band, Live Band 
Karaoke. 5:30 p.m.

 ■FRIDAY FARMERS 
MARKET, Depot Park, 270 
First St W.
Friday, July 12: Stewart 
Degner. 9:30 a.m.

 ■FUNKY FRIDAYS, funky-
fridays.info.  Hood Mansion, 
389 Casa Manana Road, 
Santa Rosa, 833-6288
Friday, July 12: The Dylan 
Black Project. 7 p.m.

 ■HOPMONK TAVERN, 
hopmonk.com  691 Broad-
way, 935-9100
Friday, July 12: Jimbo Scott 
5 p.m., Sean Carscadden 8 
p.m.
Saturday, July 13: Deep 
Basement Shakers. 1 p.m., 
Solid Air. 8 p.m.
Sunday, July 14:  Billy D. 1 
p.m.
Wednesday, June 17: Open 
Mic. 7:30 p.m.

 ■MURPHY’S IRISH 
PUB, sonomapub.com  464 
First St. E, 935-0660.
Friday, July 12: O and the 
Riots. 8 p.m.
Saturday, July 13: Reso-
nance. 8 p.m.
Monday, July 15: Mondays 
With Murr, aka “Jammin’ 
with The King”. 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, July 17: Trivia 
Night. 7:30 p.m.

 ■MUSCARDINI CELLARS, 
muscardinicellars.com  9380 
Sonoma Highway, Kenwood 
933-9305
Saturday, July 13: Loosely 
Covered. 5:30 p.m.

 ■PALOOZA BREWERY 
AND GASTROPUB, paloo-
zafresh.com  8910 Sonoma 
Highway, Kenwood 833-4000
Thursday, July 18: Open 
Mic. 7 p.m.

 ■OLDE SONOMA, 
oldesonomapub.com 18615 
Sonoma Hwy. 938-7587
Thursday, July 18. Karaoke. 
8 p.m.

 ■SEBASTIANI WINERY, 
Friday Night Music Series, 
sebastiani.com.  389 Fourth 
St. E. 933-3200
Friday, July 12:  Poyntlyss 
Sistars. 6 p.m.

 ■SONOMA COMMUNITY 
CENTER, sonomacommuni-
tycenter.org 276 E. Napa St. 
938-4256
Friday, July 12: ‘My Fair 
Lady’ 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, July 13: ‘My Fair 
Lady’ 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, July 14: ‘My Fair 
Lady’ 2 p.m.
Wednesday, July 17: Gospel 
Choir. 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, July 18: ‘My Fair 
Lady’ 7:30 p.m.

 ■SPRINGS COMMUNITY 
MARKET, agriculturalcom-
munityevents.com  Boyes 
Blvd. and Highway 12
Sunday, July 14: Live Music 
10 a.m.

 ■STARLING BAR, star-
lingsonoma.com.  19380 
Sonoma Highway, 938-7442
Saturday, July 13: Jack 
McCain. 8:30 p.m.
Thursday, July 18: Live Band 
Karaoke. 8 p.m.

 ■THE REEL AND BRAND, 
thereelfishshop.com 401 
Grove St. 343-0044
Friday, July 12: Joh Burdick 
Band 8:30 p.m.
Saturday, June 13: Nate 
Lopez. Noon, New Hip 
Replacements, 9 p.m.
Sunday, July 14: Three on 
a Match. Noon, Fog Holler. 
4 p.m.

 ■TIP’S ROADSIDE, tips-
roadside.com. 8445 Sonoma 
Highway, Kenwood 509-0078
Sunday, July 14: Brunch and 
Blues. Noon

 ■VIANSA WINERY, viansa.
com 25200 Arnold Dr. 800-
995-4740
Saturday, July 13: Buck 
Nickels and Loose Change. 
Noon
Saunday, July 14: Jason 
Bodlovich. Noon.

 ■VINTAGE HOUSE, vin-
tagehouse.org. 264 First St. 
E. 996-0311 
Friday, July 12: Monterey 
International Band. 3 p.m.
Wednesday, July 17. Vin-
tage House Singers (ongoing 
class). 10 a.m.
Thursday, July 18: Ukulele 
(ongoing class). 1:30 p.m.

If you want 
your gigs 
listed, email 
Tim Curley 
at eltimcur-
ley@gmail.
com.

Deep Basement Shakers come upstairs to Hopmonk.

THE SET LIST

Entertainment

Tim 
Curley

Glen Ellen backbeat

The Transcendence 
Theater Company 
shows are going 

full steam at Jack London 
State Historic Park. “A 
Chorus Line” has wrapped 
its run, and the theater 
company will present “A 
Fantastical Family Night” 
on July 19 and 20.

When the band plays 
that weekend, there will 
be two musicians from 
Sonoma Valley following 
the music director’s baton. 
Isaac Carter will hold 
down the guitar respon-
sibilities, and Glen Ellen 
native JB Duff will be the 
drummer.

Duff, 34, has lived in the 
Sonoma Valley almost all 
his life, specifically in Glen 
Ellen. In fact, Duff says, 
Jack London State Histor-
ic Park is “literally in my 
back yard.”

Duff is a busy musician 
these days. In addition 
to playing in the Tran-
scendence band, he is a 
founding member of  the 

Gentlemen Soldiers. He 
plays locally in Mark Lar-
son’s Atomic Cocktail and 
regionally in Lee Press-On 
and the Nails. Duff also 
does a tremendous amount 
of  session work, loaning 
his talents to countless 
musicians for their gigs 
and recording projects.

Duff is the son of  Cur-
tiss and Linda Duff, both 
retired Sonoma Valley 
Unified School District 
teachers. The elder Duff 
is a pedal steel guitar 
player in two bands, Out 
of  the Blue and Long Story 
Short. Mrs. Duff is an 
aspiring ukulele player.

Music was 
a constant in 
JB’s upbring-
ing.

His first 
band, Curb-
side Resis-
tance, was 
founded while 
he and his 
buddies were 
in middle 
school. Duff then discov-
ered the theater while 

with the Sonoma Valley 
Children’s Chorale. Duff 
says, “As time went on, 
my interest moved from 
onstage to the orchestra 

pit.”
Duff graduated from 

Sonoma Valley High 
School in 2003 and from 
Sonoma State in 2012 with 
a bachelor’s degree in 
music. He landed his first 
job with Transcendence 
immediately after college.

Much like his pit 
mate Carter, Duff feels a 
tremendous difference 
between playing in an 
orchestra and playing in 
a band. Both musicians 
commented on the impor-
tance of  maintaining focus 
on the music director.

“As a drummer, I spend 
most of  my time setting a 
feel for a song, solidifying 
a tempo, and locking in 
with the bassist,” said 
Duff. “I still do that in a 
pit, but the biggest differ-
ence is that my focus is 
now shared with keeping 
an eye on the MD.”

One night a few years 
ago, Duff was unable to 
keep his eye on the MD. 
He said he was “in the pit 
at the Luther Burbank 
Center during a heavy 
rainstorm and the power 
went out. The keyboard 
and bass and guitar are 
all electric, so every-
one turned on their cell 

phones’ torches. I laid 
down a simple beat, and 
the cast did the closing 
number and bows virtu-
ally a cappella. What are 

you going to do? 
The show must 
go on.”

The dapper 
drummer added 
another com-
parison between 
playing in a 
band and in an 
orchestra.

“There are 
three or four 

of  us on stage, with an 
incredible amount of  
freedom to navigate the 
music,” he said. “There is 
room for interpretation, 
improvisation, sponta-
neity; you can interact 
with the crowd in a very 
personal way. It’s like hav-
ing a meal with friends, 
before you know it three 
hours have gone by.”

To watch Duff play is to 
appreciate the musical ath-
leticism necessary to play 
as well as he does. “I have 
all four limbs working, my 
ears tuned in to the band 
as well as the singers, one 
eye on the music, the other 
on the conductor.”

Duff is truly a thinking 
man’s drummer. “I am 
here to serve the music, 
and not the other way 
around,” he says. “I am 
part of  something larger, 
and when I align myself  
with the music, I can be 
myself  and let the music 
come through me.” 

JB Duff is another mem-
ber of  the ridiculously rich 
music scene here in Sono-
ma. You will know him by 
his slightly askew French 
beret or trucker’s hat and 
furiously busy four limbs. 
He’s a rhythmic treasure.

SVHS grad JB Duff behind the drumkit
for Transcendence Theater Company
By TIM CURLEY
INDEX-TRIBUNE MUSIC WRITER

Glen Ellen drummer JB Duff, left, with fellow Transcendence 
musician Isaac Carter. 

                                                                             
He landed his first job with 

Transcendence immediately after 
college; his then summer job is now  

a year-round gig.
 

Zanini-Cordi, associate 
professor of  Italian studies 
at Florida State University.

The concerts begin at 4 
p.m., with the pre-concert 
lectures beginning at 2:30 
p.m. Tickets are $25-$45.

With the quality of  this 

program’s music and world 
class musicians perform-
ing, Beethoven will not 
only roll over, he will sit up 
and listen with a smile on 
his ancient face. 

valleyofthemoonmu-
sicfestival.org

ABELLYDANCESUPERSTAR RENAISSANCE2
Sun, July 21, 7:00pm Doors open 6:00pm

Tickets $30 before June 21, $45

YANKEE DOODLE DANDY (1942)
Presented by The Sebastiani Theatre Foundation
Mon, July 15 7:00 pm Doors open 6:30 pm $10

Movies call 707.996.2020 Tickets call 707.996.9756
sebastianitheatre.com 476 1st St. E. Sonoma

Sebastiani Theatre
THE LAST BLACKMAN
IN SAN FRANCISCO

Fri, July 12, 8:00 pm
Sat, July 13, 8:00 pm
Sun, July 14, 1:00 pm
Sun, July 14, 6:00 pm
Tues, July 16, 7:00 pm
Thurs, July 18, 7:00 pm

THE BIGGEST LITTLE FARM
Fri, July 12, 6:00 pm

Sat, July 13, 3:30& 6:00 pm
Sun, July 14, 3:30 pm
Wed, July 17, 7:00 pm

Register Now! Starts Next Week!
PERFORMINGARTS CAMP

www.rhotenproductions.com

PAVAROTTI Rated PG-13 Coming July 19!

MAIDEN Rated PG Coming July 26!

TRUE HUMANS, A Doc. About Sonoma
Developmental Center Residents + Q&A

Sat, Aug 4, 1:00 pm $10

NEED HELP WITH YOUR

RETIREMENT PLAN?
If you have questions about your pension, 401(k) or
profit sharing plan, call the Western States Pension
Assistance Project at (866) 413-4911 to get free legal
advice. Funded by the U.S. Administration on Aging,
WSPAP staff provides free legal assistance to anyone
with a question about their retirement plan.

CALL US TODAY 1.866.413.4911


